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Pomona Hall
Camden, Camden County, New Jersey

Ownert Clty of Camien. The bullding 1s occupled
by the Camden County Historical Soclety.

Date of Erection: 1726-1788

Architects

Bullder: Joseph Cooper, Jr, for the 1726 section;
Marmaduke Cooper for the newer sectlon

Present Condltions Good
Number of Storles: Two and one~half
Materials of Construction: Foundatlon - stone

Exterlor walls - front
Flemish bond with black
glazed headers; west
elevation 1n alternating
header and streacher rows;
the end walls form gables
a8 settings for the wide
chimney breast

Interlor walls -~ plaster;
left side of hall wide
tonguad groved boards,

most flreplace ends paneled

Roof - piteh with dormers
and wilth a roof walk
between the chlimney breasts
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Bistoriesl Data:

Joseph Cooper, Jr., who uilt the first
part of Pomona Hgll, waa the son of Joseph Cooper,
Sr., and the grandson of William Cooper, who came
to this country from England in 1678 or 1679. He
gettled first at Burlington, moving to Pyne Point
in 1681, Hsere he purchassd a tract of thres
hundred scres from the proprletors and from the
Indlan chief Tallaccsa.

On June 12, 1697, Joseph Coopsr, Sr.,
purchased a tract of four hundrsd and twelvs
acres from Abraham gnd Joshua Carpenter along the
south branch of Coopesr's Creek., This tract was
conveyed to his son Joseph, Jr., on December 18,
1714, Initials on the north chimney brsast
indicate that Joseph and Mary Cooper bullt that
portion of the house in 1726. Joseph Cooper dlsd
in 1749. The property passed to hls younger
brother, Isasac.,

Jossph Cooper was a member of the Gensral

Assembly from Gloucester County from 1730 to 1749.
He wgs a friend of Benjamin Franklin., Franklin
mentions him gs one of the friends he acquired
during his s tay in Burlington. The memorilal and the
record of the Friends Meeting of Haddonfield says
of him:

"He was an examplary friend, and serviceables

amongst us in many respects, careful to rule

in his own house. He departed thils life

about the first of the eighth month 17492,

having express'd little before that he had

done juatly, loved mercy, and hoged that he

had been careful to walk humbly.
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The next owner of Pomona Hgll was
Marmaduke Cooper, Isagc's son. Marmaduke,
although a Quaker, took part in the struggle
between the mother country and the colonies
before the war started. He wss a member of the
Committee of Observation for Gloucester County
and a member of the Committee of Correspondence.
When the Philadelphia Meeting of Suffering
advised all Friends to be consclentious objectors,
he withdrew from all activities.

In 1788 Marmaduke built the south portion
of Pomona Hall, The marking on the beast of the
other chimney indicates that Marmaduke and Mary
Cooper were the builders. This later portion con-
forms to the architecture of the rest of the house.
The addition 1s clearly shown by the vertical joint
in the brickwork on both front and rear walls close
by the hallway doors, and also by the headings of
the cellar windows, the older part was crudely arch
by a single row of bricks while in the newer sectlion
keyod stone lintels are used.,

The north wall of the hallway was oOne
of the original outside walls; it is carried to the
roof beams. The partition walls running laterally
between the front and the back rooms on the north
side of the house furnish the support for tle
celling rafters of the attic rooms,

The woodwork of the older part of the
house ls marked by severe simpliclity and symmetrical
lines. The newels are plain; the balustrades are
gracefully turned and fastened by wooden pegs. In
the original living room, which is on the left side
of the hallway, 1s a fireplace which originally had
a facling of blue tilles.
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It is not known when the house was
first cslled Pomona Hall: but 1t is marked on
Hill's Map of Philadelphla and Environs,
publighed in 1809, as such.
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Material collected by Elizabeth
and Frances Moffett
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Superviaslng Historian

SEYMOUR WILLIANS, A.L.A.
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